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IN MEMORIAM 

RECIPES

WHITTLESEA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

What an extraordinary year 2020 
has turned out to be! On the 

10th of March this year, more than 300 
people met to celebrate the life of our 
Life Member Jack Eadon in a marquee.  
  This was to be the last function we 
would hold before COVID-19 restric-
tions impacted our lives.

Our AGM was held on the 19th of March 
under very different circumstances with 
social distancing measures in place, hand 
sanitising as one entered the building and 
our first attempt (not successful) at using 
‘Zoom’ to allow others to attend the meeting 
from the sanctuary of their homes.

All these changes to our lives caused 
(supposedly) by a pathogen migrating from 
horseshoe bats, through the intermediary 
pangolin host to humans.  

Zoonotic diseases are recognised and 
regulated in livestock agricultural sectors 
– often with dire consequences for farmers 
when they break out. Anthrax, bird flu, 
bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis are the 
main diseases in this class. 

While we humans can catch these from 
animals, we rarely transfer them to other 
humans.  

Not so for COVID-19, it is highly infectious 
between humans and proving very difficult 
to control.  Eradication is considered off the 
table at present until a global vaccination 
program is undertaken, or herd immunity 
is achieved when the virus has infected a 
certain percentage of the global population. 

What is fascinating about this virus are 
the very simple measures that can control 
its spread amongst humans; social dis-
tancing, regular handwashing with ordinary 
soap, covering you mouth when you cough, 
wearing a face mask and self-isolating if you 
are feeling sick.  

This past winter, at a time when many of 
us succumb to the common cold, how many 
of us have caught one this year?  

The numbers were reduced because of a 
few very simple precautions that we have 
all been forced to take.

In March this year, the expectation was 

that the pandemic would all be done and 
dusted in a few months. If only that had 
been true.

At that time, the Council of the Whittlesea 
Agricultural Society, decided to delay any 
decision on cancelling the 2020 Whittlesea 
Show until July, which would still give us 
time to organise the large annual event. 

With restrictions enforced at that time not 
allowing for large gatherings, the very hard 
decision was made to cancel. 

While we are all hoping for a Whittlesea 
Show in 2021, it may well be, especially 
if no vaccination program has been com-
pleted, a very different event to our usual 
Annual Show. We will wait and see. 

In the meantime, the Society will co-
ordinate various activities, social media 
updates and newsletters to keep you 
engaged and up to date.  Please do all you 
can to stay safe and well.

KATE LOOKER - PRESIDENT

A selection of great 
recipes for you to try.
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Remembering Jack 
Eadon & Keith ‘Digger’ 
Hall.
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HOMECRAFTS

Hello Homecrafts family, unfor-
tunately you are reading the 

Whittlesea Show News this year 
rather than attending the Show 
itself. 

I hope that despite these crazy 
times you are all still getting time to 
engage in the crafts that you all enjoy 
and many may have had some time 
to learn new skills to keep yourself 
entertained. 

We remain hopeful that next year’s 
show will be back bigger and better 
than ever and you’ll all have two 
years’ worth of craft to enter, which 
will hopefully have our Homecrafts 
shed packed to the rafters with 
amazing food and crafts on display.

I hope all of our volunteers are 
excited to get back in the shed next 
year, we are looking to plan a few 
working bees to really get the shed 
looking fresh and ready to hold the 
2021 Whittlesea Show Homecrafts 
competition displays. 

Thank you to all the volunteers and 
judges for your help and support over 
the years.

Jacob Hince
Homecrafts Superintendent

What homecrafts are you making in iso? 
if there are neW crafts trending or something you 

Would like to see in next years schedule, Whether it 
be cooking, craft, horticulture or another section, 

please send us an email and let us knoW.

info@whittleseashow.org.au



1. To prevent fabric from stretching while hemming, place rescue tape in-between the   
 fabric and the hem, iron into place, then sew your hem.
2. When sewing multi-layers of fabric take your stitch length from 2 up to 3.5.
3. Place a new needle in your machine at the beginning of a new project.
4. When sewing thick fabric for a cushion, do a diagonal stitch across the corner as this will  
 give a nicer corner when turned through.
5. Remember to back stitch at the beginning and at the end of every sewing line.
6. Don’t use old and dry thread on your sewing machine. If you can break it easily in your  
 hands with a pull, then don’t use it.
7. Make sure your needles stay down in your work when turning corners.
8. Place two threads in your machine and using a size 80 top stitch needle will give you a  
 top stitch finish.
9. If your machine is noisy, it may need a service. It’s recommended to get your machine  
 serviced every 12 months if you are a regular user or every 18 months if not.
10. When trying to match patchwork fabric check out the colour dots along the selvage,  
  most fabrics will have the colour range of what is used to make the colour design.
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recipe: LEMON & LIME BUTTER
180g butter cut into cubes
2 cups castor sugar
1/2 cup lemon juice
1 tsp grated lime rind
1/3 cup lime juice
4 eggs lightly whisked

1. In the top half of a double boiler, 
place the butter, sugar, lemon juice, lime 
juice and lime rind. Place over simmering 
water and stir with a wooden spoon until 
the butter has melted and the sugar has 
dissolved. 
2. Slowly pour the lightly whisked eggs 
into the mixture and continue to stir until 
the mixture thickly coats the back of the 
spoon. Pour into sterilised jars and seal.

Notes: 
1. For Show purposes, ensure that there are no air bubbles 
 in the final product.
2. Fill jars to approx. 3/4 cm from the top of the jar.

Makes approx 3 x 250ml jars.

recipe: Hot eggplant Chutney
450g baby eggplant
1 medium red onion finely 
chopped
3/4 tbsp tomato paste
220ml apple cider vinegar
250g raw brown sugar                                  
60g sultanas or raisins

1 small chilli diced finely
1/2 tsp cayenne pepper
1 cinnamon stick
1 tsp cumin seeds
1 1/2 tsp finely grated fresh 
ginger
1 tbsp salt

1. Place the diced pieces of eggplant, onion 
and salt in a saucepan. Add tomato paste and 
stir well for approx. 2 minutes. 
2. Add vinegar and sugar, then sultanas, 
chilli, cayenne pepper, cinnamon stick, 
ginger and cumin seeds. 
3.  Stir on medium heat until the sugar dis-
solves. Bring to the boil, then simmer covered 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
4. Take off the lid and turn to a low heat. Stir 
occasionally until the chutney becomes thick 
and sticky. 
5. Remove the cinnamon stick and gently 
mash with a potato masher to consistency 
desired. 
6. Pour into hot sterilised jars.

Makes approx 4 jars.

Notes:
1.  Ensure that the vinegar has dissolved, or the chutney will   
 taste acidic.
2.  Can be used in a dish or as an accompaniment with a cheese  
 board.

Anne-Marie Primner – Homecrafts

Anne-Marie Primner – Homecrafts

375g plain flour  
2 tsp baking powder
1 1/2 tsp bicarb soda 
2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp ground nutmeg

1/2 tsp allspice
2 tsp salt
345g castor sugar
375ml vegetable oil
4 eggs

3 medium carrots grated (350 grams)
180g pecans chopped
220g  tin crushed pineapple, drained

1. Preheat the oven to 180C (160C fan), grease a 23cm round cake tin and line with baking paper.
2. Sift the dry ingredients together into a bowl. In a separate bowl, beat the eggs and oil, then add to the dry ingredients. Mix well,  
 then add the carrots, crushed pineapple and pecans. Mix to form a smooth batter and pour into the cake tin.
3. Bake for approximately 90-100 minutes. 
4. Remove from the oven and allow to cool for 10 minutes in the tin on a wire rack. Upend and allow to cool on the wire rack.

Homecrafts - Kate’s Sewing Centre ‘10 Sewing Tips’

Kate Hansen

recipe: VAS LTD. CARROT CAKE RECIPE



With the great spring rain we’ve had this year and the extra time 
we’ve had at home, I’m hoping you are all getting out into your 

vegetable garden and have your seeds planted and underway for 
a spring and summer harvest. In the initial stages of Covid-19 there 
was a seed shortage and Mr Fothergills, our section sponsor, advised 
that they were struggling to keep up with demand. Luckily, they have 
caught up and the shelves fully stocked again.

I’ve been keeping my eye out for seedlings at the store, but they seem to be 
snapped up as soon as they hit the shelves. It is wonderful that there has been 
a great return to home grown produce and I hope this continues into next year 
and we have great section entries in 2021. 

My own garden has a bumper crop of broad beans that are nearly ready to 
pick. They have grown well through the colder months and I’m looking forward 
to the reward.  The weeds however, also keep growing and with the few days of 
sunshine and higher temperatures they seem to be in hyper drive. With spring 
in the air, the crops and grass are growing. I hope all our farmers have good 
weather for a great crop/cut this year.

Erica Hawke - Farm & Garden superintendent 
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The section had some generous donations during the early part of the year, the first 
is an International W7 front end loader and a mobile welding unit kindly donated by Mr 
Malcolm Derrige of Kangaroo Ground. 

Hello to all, I hope everyone is staying 
safe and well in these testing times. 

At the Heritage Section we have been 
quiet for most of the year as we haven’t 
been able to access our building to do 
any maintenance or work because of 
restrictions, which has been unfortunate, 
although not surprising.

heritage

Dale Murphy – Heritage superintendent

A Lister lighting plant was the second donation that was kindly donated by Mr Marshall McLean of Yan Yean. We are very grateful for 
these donations. 

The Heritage Pavilion is a significant part of our Society as it provides us the important opportunity to preserve our agricultural 
history and allows patrons to take a trip back in time and see working examples of historical machinery and early farming practices.

This year has been a very trying time for Agricultural Shows in general, our Show being no different, so we shall look forward to next 
year and work towards a most successful show next November 2021. Until then, stay safe and keep well.

farm & garden

poultry art

Each year the Whittlesea 
Show features an extensive 

Poultry section. Unfortunately 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
we are disappointed that the 
2020 Whittlesea Show had 
to be cancelled - the Poultry 
Show will be a much missed 
event this year.

To all breeders and poultry lovers out there, we all know the 
poultry breeding season is here and I wish you well in building 
up your show feathered little friends and I look forward to seeing 
you all again at the 2021 Show. 

Please let us not forget to support our great Sponsors who are 
there for us year after year.

David Boyde – Poultry Superintendent

Our Art display at the Whittlesea Show has always been 
a very popular attraction to visit.

I am looking forward to seeing all the wonderful works that 
people have been painting during lockdown. Let’s make 2021 
our biggest and best display ever. If you have never entered your 
paintings and art in the Show before, we would love to have you 
next year. Happy painting.

Thel Cardwell - Art  Superintendent



President Peter Towt presenting Life Membership 
to Digger Hall and Life Stewardess to wife Joan.

Jack Eadon was a keen competitor in the Showjumping 
arena, and was recognised at the highest level.
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Jack’s family arrived in 
this district around 1931. His 
connection to the Whittlesea 
Show came at a young age 
during the war years when 
gymkhanas were conducted 
instead of the Show. Jack would 
ride to the Show, compete, 
then ride his horse home again; 
perhaps an early and profound 
experience with a significant 
impact on the great horseman 
he would become.

Working for the Kerr Family 
Dairy, he later married Madge 
Kerr and they lived and farmed 
at Yan Yean. In 1954, Jack 
became a Councillor of the 
Society, a commitment which 
would continue for over 65 
years. 

Throughout these years, 
Jack performed many roles, 
mostly connected with the 
horse section, including 
Showjumping Steward, 
Horse Committee, Assistant 
Superintendent of Horses and 
Ring Master. 

In 1996, during the 137th 
Show, Jack was on the main 
arena, leading the grand 
parade with the hounds of the 
Oaklands Hunt Club. When he 

arrived at the broadcast box he 
was awarded Life Membership, 
the highest accolade bestowed 
upon W.A.S Councillors for 
outstanding service. This was 
an appropriate location on the 
main arena where Jack had 
spent every year competing 
and assisting in the running of 
the Show.

Jack was a keen competitor 
in the Showjumping arena, 
and was recognised at 
the highest level. He also 
competed in Commercial 
Beef Cattle and Farm Produce 
sections, achieving a record 
of distinction across all, and 
winning the significant City 
of Whittlesea Trophy on 
three occasions, recognising 
excellence in commercial 
farming pursuits.  

Jack was still involved at last 
year’s Whittlesea Show, on 
the main arena and as always, 
attending working bees and 
sharing friendship.

Jack passed away on the 
29th of February. His warm 
and spirited personality will be 
greatly missed.

IN MEMORIAM: JACK EADON IN MEMORIAM: KEITH ‘DIGGER’ HALL

Digger, as he was known to 
all, was born in Manangatang in 
the Mallee and moved to Eden 
Park in 1941. He later moved to 
Whittlesea where he lived with 
his wife Joan. He started work 
with the Whittlesea Council 
in 1957 and retired from the 
Council in 1984. Digger played 
football for Whittlesea Football 
Club for many years. 

Digger’s involvement with 
the Society goes back to 1967 
when he was nominated by the 
Football Club as a delegate to 
the Whittlesea Showgrounds 
and Recreation Reserve 
Committee of Management 
until he retired from this in 
2000.

Elected to the Society 
Council in 1971, Digger’s name 
was synonymous with works on 
the grounds. He attended the 
Showgrounds regularly after 
work and on weekends, cutting 
grass, repairing plumbing and 
spreading topsoil and fertiliser 
on the oval. Digger was 
dedicated to maintaining the 
grounds and gardens, planting 

trees, watering and mowing 
some 60 acres of grass. 

Such was his dedication that 
after his retirement, Digger 
was at the grounds everyday 
and continued to do so for 
many years. Digger also served 
as Assistant Works Manager 
and Parking Assistant. His 
contribution to the broader 
community was recognised 
when Digger was named the 
City of Whittlesea Citizen of 
the Year in 1993. 

In 1981 Digger was awarded 
Life Membership of the Society, 
recognising his outstanding 
service, alongside Joan who 
received a Life Stewardess 
Award for her extensive 
contribution. 

The Digger Hall Reserve 
in Whittlesea stands as 
ongoing testament to Digger’s 
dedication to the community.

Digger passed away on the 
26th of May. His friendship and 
loyalty to the Society will be 
greatly missed.

the Whittlesea agricultural society is saddened at the recent passing of tWo long serving and greatly 
respected members, mr. Jack eadon and mr. keith ‘digger’ hall. both men had contributed enormously to the 
society and the broader community over an extensive period of time.

We Will miss the exemplary service and deep friendships forged With Jack and digger and 
extend our condolences to their families.

Judy Clements

Judy Clements
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2020 has been a very trying 
year with Covid -19 crip-
pling our world. We have had 
to make strong decisions on 
whether to run a full Show, 
which would be impossible 
with the restrictions that were 
applied by State Government 
to socialising outdoors, as well 
as deciding if we can possibly 
run any sections safely and 
economically, taking into con-
sideration that many of our 
Sponsors have been hit very 
hard with shutdowns, etc. 

 I am very happy to say that 
our 2021 Whittlesea Show 
horse competitions will be 
bigger and better with the 
addition of a full inter-school 
showing and show jumping 
sections that will enable stu-
dents in our area to qualify for 
National Inter-schools events. 

With the decline of Breed 
classes, we are evolving to col-
laborate with other Shows and 
Agricultural Societies to create 
classes that would be well sup-
ported at our Show on the first 
weekend in November each 
year.    

Some exciting changes in 
the Horses section include 
the revamping of our Show 
Jumping classes to include 
a dedicated class to honour 
the late Jack Eadon who was 
such a great ambassador for 
our Show and the whole Show 
Jumping community. We know 
he would be proud of what we 
are planning.

We are remaining confident 
we can still run the Welsh 
Championships Qualifiers 
for our Area with the great 
support of the Welsh Society. 
I would like to thank the 
Welsh Pony and Cob Society 
for their support each year. 
The Standardbred ring was 
well received last year, and 
we will continue working with 
the association to keep our 
program up to date.  

The Arabian & Arabian 
Derivatives, proudly spon-
sored by Northern Float Hire, 
showcases one of the oldest 
breed of horses and is a very 
exciting ring annually.  HRCAV 
is supported and run by the 
Whittlesea Adult Riders, this 
class will also be back in 2021 
stronger than ever.  

We all love our ‘Light 
Harness’ and ‘Heavy Harness’ 
horses which light up our main 
arena on the Saturday of our 
annual Show.  Sunday would 
usually see on the main arena 
alongside the Show Jumping, 
the colourful and exciting 
Sporting Horse Association 
running their program as a 
qualifier for their Horse of the 
Year. We at Whittlesea are very 
happy to run qualifying events 
for our community to enable 
them to participate at top 
levels in whatever discipline 
they desire. 

I am so proud to be putting 
together a bigger and better 
2021 Whittlesea Annual Show 
horse section, and I will not 
rule out, once restrictions 
allow, to look at running parts 
of our Horse section in a type 
of concentrated program.  
Watch this Space! Thank you 
to all our volunteers, sponsors 
and helpers that have sup-
ported all our decisions made 
during these trying times.

HORSES

NEW CLASSES TO 
BE ADDED
the 2021 horse competitions are shaping up 
to be our best year ever!

Whilst it has been a strange and challenging year for 
us all, the sight of baby lambs in the paddocks during 

late winter to early spring reminds us all of the beautiful 
area of Whittlesea and surrounds and the simple pleasures 
that we can enjoy.  

This year, neighbours have taken the time to stop as they 
drive or walk by to admire lambs running and jumping 
through the paddocks.  

Good rain has led to lovely green paddocks and fertile 
sheep producing large numbers of lambs (twins, triplets 
and even quads). 

We would usually be gearing up to welcome everyone 
into our town to enjoy the Whittlesea Show and stroll 
past the sheep, feel their wool or sit on a hay bale and see 
them judged. Instead, I encourage everyone to take a drive 
(when you are allowed) and look for the animals grazing 
in the paddock and enjoy them in their natural surrounds.  

Well wishes to all our competitors and usual visitors to 
the Show. We look forward to seeing you all next year. Stay 
safe.

Where do sheep get their wool cut? 
At the baa-baa shop!

Lyn Lee – Horse Superintendent

“
remember, 

bigger and better 
we will rise up

”

sheep

Quads born this year.

activities you can do with the kids

count the sheep in the paddock, ask questions 
such as, “do they have alpacas protecting 
them?” or “have they been shorn or have they 
got lots of Wool on them?”.  

you can also google “do sheep get hot When they 
haven’t been shorn?” and tell a good sheep Joke.

Spring is a great time to be outdoors and we are so 
fortunate to have so many beautiful rural areas 

surrounding us. It is also a great opportunity to teach 
kids some facts about sheep and maybe learn a few 
new things yourself!

- Lyn Lee

Adele Heaney - Sheep Pavilion Superintendent



After an extensive and challenging period of dry 
conditions, our farmers are delighted with the current 

season and a promising forecast ahead. Locally, we have 
experienced a good autumn break followed by above 
average rainfall so far for spring. This sets us up for a good 
opportunity for fodder conservation to carry us through 
the coming months. 

Fortunately, this is the picture for much of the State where the 
conditions have been tough for a long period of time. Harvesting 
is well under way to our north, where mowers, balers and headers 
are in full use for an expected above average yield. The flurry of 
activity will soon commence for our local farmers.

These conditions are consistent with Bureau of Meteorology 
forecasts and the influence of La Nina, which is a climate driver 
with a strong influence on Australia. La Nina typically means 
increased rainfall across much of Australia, cooler daytime tem-
peratures and warmer overnight temperatures. According to the 
Bureau, it occurs when equatorial trade winds become stronger 
and change the ocean surface currents to draw cooler deep water 
up from below. This results in rising air, cloud development and 
rainfall.

We hope our farmers have entered a period of favourable con-
ditions and balanced seasons, resulting in the production of high 
quality food and fibre for the benefit of all Australians.

keep a look out for our next edition With 
stories including a hoof & competition feature, 
seasonal farming report and more.
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SPONSORS, DONORS AND ADVERTISERS

At this extraordinary time, we are thinking of our Sponsors, 
Donors and Advertisers and hope that you are coping in the best 
way possible under very difficult circumstances. 

It would be impossible for our Society to conduct our wonderful 
Whittlesea Show each year without this support, generosity and 
good will, which is so greatly appreciated. 

 We understand the challenges being faced by the many indi-
viduals, families and businesses who form the foundation of our 
sponsorship. We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to 
those who have contributed to the Society this year, even though 
we have not been able to conduct our great Show.

 When business returns to normal, we are asking all readers to 
support our Sponsors by utilising the services they provide. 

The vast array of goods and services they represent can be seen 
on our website.

“Charitable giving is a very speCial CharaCter 
quality. to sow into a Cause with finanCes, 
time and resourCes embraCes the extraordinary 
australian spirit of generosity” - rose stark

Judy Clements & Terry Elliot - Sponsorship Managers

cattle

We thank our naming rights sponsor ‘Irwin Stockfeeds’ and 
major sponsor ‘Nutrien Ag Solutions Euroa & Seymour’ and our 
other participating sponsors for agreeing to sponsor the compe-
tition in 2020.

Despite the cancellation of our annual Whittlesea Show, we 
were pleased to still be able to provide an opportunity for beef 
breeders to benchmark their cattle against other local breeders. 

Whilst this year the competition was run with a very different 
platform due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Society believed 
that the annual feedback that this competition provides for the 
entrants was significant and the competition still needed to go 
ahead. 

Just as the name suggests, the cattle are judged both on the 
hoof, which may mean being paraded around in a show-ring envi-
ronment on their appearance, structural soundness, fat cover and 
temperament before being sent to the abattoir for further scoring 
based on how the meat looks hanging on the hook and this is 
where carcass data is vital.

For the results of this competition please visit our website at 

www.whittleseashow.org.au

irwin stockfeeds hoof & hook 
competition still goes ahead.

ross draper - cattle superintendentwww.whittleseashow.org.au

Click on the Sponsor page

www.whittleseashow.org.au
info@whittleseashow.org.au

Whittlesea agricultural society ltd.

administration building
gate 1, mcphees rd
Whittlesea vic 3757

phone: 03 9716 2835

farmer’s corner

Judy Clements


